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EO 11652: XGDS-1 DECLAS 11 AUG 1988 
TAGS: PINT IT 

SUBJECT: VIEWS OF CARDINAL OF MILAN 

SUMMARY: MILAN'S CARDINAL GIOVANNI COLOMBO SAYS NON- 
ITALIAN BISHOP COULD WELL SUCCEED PAUL VI. COLOMBO HAS 
ACCEPTED INVITATION FORMER AMBASSADOR VOLPE VISIT BOSTON IN 
MID SEPTEMBER 1978. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CARDINAL GIOVANNI COLOMBO, ENERGETIC AND SCHOLARLY 
SUCCESSOR IN MILAN TO CARDINAL MONTINI INVITED ME FOR 
TALK AUGUST 10 ON EVE HIS DEPARTURE FOR POPE'S FUNERAL. 

2. AFTER EXPLAINING THAT HE HAD ACCEPTED FORMER AMBASSADOR 
VOLPI'S INVITATION TO DEDICATE A SITE IN BOSTON IN HONOR OF 

DON ORIONI, COLOMBO TURNED TO THE CONCLAVE WHICH HE WILL ATTEND. 
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3. SINCE THE CONCLAVE HAD NOT YET OPENED. HE WAS NOT 
BOUND BY ITS RULE OF SECRECY ABOUT ITS DISCUSSIONS. HE 
EXPLAINED. 

4. COLOMBO SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THE ELECTION OF A NON- 
ITALIAN POPE WAS QUITE POSSIBLE. THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

HE SAID, WAS NOW MATURE ENOUGH FOR SUCH A POPE. HOWEVER, IN 
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ADDITION TO REQUIRING SPIRITUAL PRIMACY, THE MAN WOULD 
NEED TO KNOW ITALIAN WHICH WAS THE LINGUA FRANCA OF THE 
CHURCH IN ITALY, HE SHOULD KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT ITALY TO 
AVOID THE STUMBLING INTO SOME DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEM 
AND ABOVE ALL HE SHOULD KNOW THE BISHOPS THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD. THEY WERE THE KEY TO THE CHURCH. 

5. IT WAS THIS LATTER CONSIDERATION WHICH SUGGESTED 

TO HIM THAT CARDINAL SEBASTIANO BAGGIO WOULD BE AN 

EXCELLENT POPE. FOR YEARS IT HAD BEEN BAGGIO, HE SAID, WHO 

HAD PERSONALLY SCREENED THE CANDIDATES FOR ELEVATION TO BISHOP AND 

WHO RECOMMENDED THEM TO PAUL VI. HE THEREFORE KNEW THEM 

AROUND THE WORLD. 

FINA 
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NNN 
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